The average follow-up was for ten months from injury (six months to four years). The groups were similar in terms of mechanism of injury (Table  I) , level ofinjury (Table  II) , and neurological damage at presentation (Table  III) 
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Deaths.
Sixteen patients in the MUA group and nine of the traction group died within three months of injury. In the latter group four deaths (44%) were due to respiratory failure, two secondary to a gastro-intestinal (GI) bleed, one to acute renal failure, and one to multisystem organ failure after a spontaneous abortion in a pregnant woman.
One patient had septicaemia secondary to a chest infection. In the MUA group 12 deaths (75%)were due to respiratory failure, two to GI bleeds, and two to septicaemia.
Three of those dying from respiratory failure had a 
